



Lower Umatilla Basin Groundwater Management Area 
(LUBGWMA) Committee Meeting

Thursday, February 23, 2006 
LUBGWMA Committee Meeting Minutes

Welcome and Introductions by Ron Rickman, LUBGWMA Chair

	Ron Rickman, LUBGWMA Chair
	Christine Kelly, EPA

	Phil Richerson, DEQ
	Barry Beyeler, City of Boardman

	Don Horneck, OSU
	Neil Christopherson, IRZ Consulting

	Phil Walchli, Umatilla County SWCD
	Romando Rodriguez, Simplot

	Bev Kopperud, Umatilla County SWCD
	Rob Cox, Simplot

	Janet Greenup, Morrow County SWCD
	William Goss, Oregon Drinking Water Program

	JR Cook, Umatilla County
	Mike Henderson, Con Agra Foods

	Carla McLane, Morrow County
	Gina Gray, IRZ Consulting


Finalization of 2004 LUBGWMA Progress Report – Phil Richerson

· Comments on the 2004 Report are due to Phil Richerson by Wednesday, March 1st, 2006.

Drafting of 2005 Evaluation of LUBGWMA Action Report and Progress Report – Phil Richerson

· Phil needs information from all LUBGWMA Committee members and agencies detailing 2005 activities to implement the Action Plan by March 31st, 2006.

· The LUBGWMA Outreach and Survey Grant may receive funding from DEQ through the 319 Non Point Source Program.  This grant will partially fund the completion of the three surveys required to evaluate Action Plan success.
· There will be a need for a meeting to discuss the 2005 Evaluation of LUBGWMA Action Plan Success Report, but no date has been set.  It is anticipated to occur about one month after the three surveys are completed (Summer or Fall 2006).
· There was a discussion of splitting the 2005 Annual Report and the 2005 Evaluation of Action Plan Success Report.

· Don Horneck motioned that the 2005 annual report and 4 year evaluation report be combined into one report.  The 2005 annual report will serve as a summary of the 4 year evaluation and representation of the year itself.  Karla seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

· The 2005 Goals for Lower Umatilla Basin Groundwater Management Area Action Plan were discussed.  Specific discussions included: 
· Item 3 on the handout – Rural Residential

· All local governments can cite procedures, requirements and/or practices that have instituted as a result of the declaration of the GWMA.

· The local governments to be involved will include the two counties and multiple cities in the GWMA.

· Information to be gathered will include the urban growth boundaries.

· Item 4 on the handout – Rural Residential

· Identify areas in the lower basin where high densities of septic systems may impact groundwater quality.

· Will use the number of septic systems in a given area (township, range, section, tax lot) from DEQ’s on-site database.
· The most useful data will be post-1990.
· Item 5 on the handout – Food Processor Process Water

· Phil will complete another trend analysis of nitrate concentrations at the food processor land application sites.

· Item 6 on the handout – Confined Animal Feeding Operations (CAFO)s

· 75% of all CAFOs are implementing an accepted system of best management practices (BMP)s or are covered by an implementation plan.

· Discussion of permitted and not permitted CAFOs.  Since the inception of the LUBGWMA Action Goals, ODA has altered the CAFO definition to include more animal feeding operations.

· Item 7 on the handout – Umatilla Chemical Depot Washout Lagoon

Discussion of 2003 Synoptic Sampling Event Report – Phil Richerson

· Report is in draft form; Phil is currently incorporating DEQ comments, then will circulate to the Committee for their review
· Nitrate results are compared between years 1992 and 2003 at ~130 wells: concentrations are increasing at most wells
· An area-wide nitrate trend analysis from the 36 well network is also discussed: trend is flat 
· Perchlorate sampling results are discussed
· Evaluated correlations with other water quality parameters (e.g., nitrate), as well as aquifer type, depth to water, total well depth
· Moderate correlation with nitrate and chloride
· Aquifer depth: deep basalt wells have less perchlorate

· Temporal variation seems small
· “Significant” relationship between total dissolved ions and presence of perchlorate
· Wells in flood plains generally do not contain high levels of perchlorate…presumably due to more dilution/flushing
· Anthropogenic and geologic sources could be potential sources
· Recommendations include more research into perchlorate source(s), and prior to treating for perchlorate consider re-testing and consult with treatment system manufacturers. 
Discussion of recent grant for the “Clean Water Neighborhood” project – Jaime Clarke

· The Umatilla County SWCD has applied for three grants to fund education and outreach in the LUBGWMA concentrating on both water quality and quantity.

· Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB) – “Community-Based Water Solutions”

· Education and outreach project focused on water quality and quantity.

· The project will be targeted at rural residents.

· All information will be presented in English and Spanish.

· This project may receive funding, the Umatilla County SWCD will be notified by the end of March 2006.

· DEQ 310 Grant – “LUBGWMA Outreach and Survey”

· Education and outreach to cover none funding from OWEB.

· Survey will include the CAFO, rural residential, and irrigation 2005 Action Plan Goals.

· This project may receive funding, the Umatilla County SWCD will be notified by the end of April 2006.

· Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) – “Clean Water Neighborhood a Community-Based Water Solutions Approach”

· Local community driven education and outreach.

· Targeting rural residents for quality concerns.

· This project was not funded.

· Additional grants will be pursued to funded outreach in the LUBGWMA.
Other Topics

· Discussion:  If a landowner has a well that is seasonally high in nitrate what do they do?  Reverse osmosis (RO) cartridges and filtration systems.  Would a RO system work to regulate and/or clean perchlorate in a residential system?  Water treated with an RO should only be used for direct use (drinking, cooking, etc.).  The use of an RO system for both nitrate and perchlorate control may overload the system.
· Comment period for DHS Public Health Consultation report on perchlorate was extended until tomorrow. 

· Morrow County received an interesting phone call regarding the Kyoto Accord, PGE is looking at options for the Boardman coal fire plant to sequester air ...by injecting into deep aquifer?

The meeting was adjourned by Ron Rickman at 6:45 p.m.

Minutes were recorded by Jaime Clarke, Umatilla County SWCD.


