
LUBGWMA Advisory Committee Meeting
April 7, 2026



Agenda

o Welcome, intros, review agenda
o LUBGWMA Advisory Committee member updates
o Progress updates related to Nitrate Reduction Plan implementation
o Nitrate Reduction Plan update & discussion
o Wrap up and adjourn





Nitrate Reduction Plan 
Annual Progress Report

Highlights from each agency: 
o ODA
o DEQ
o OWRD



Nitrate Reduction Plan:
Overview and Structure

Nitrate Reduction Plan structure:
o Background 
o Collaborative Governance
o Nitrate Reduction Strategies by Source 
o Monitoring, Data, and Analysis 
o Safe Drinking Water Strategies (OHA)



ODA: Annual Progress Highlights

1. Water Quality Groundwater Rules: Permanent Rules filed 
3/13/26

2. Water Quality Compliance: Investigation updates
3. Strategic Implementation Area(SIA): On track with second 

SIA in planning
4. BMPs/Livestock Inventory: Future development of resource 

hub for growers
5. CAFOs: General NPDES permit renewal





DEQ: Annual Progress Highlights

1. Wastewater permits: All facilities on track to meet 
compliance schedules.

2. Quarterly sampling & larger-scale synoptic completed
3. Trends analysis report published Jan. 2025.
4. Septic funding: three septic loans through nonprofit lender. 

Program didn't receive additional legislative allocations.
5. Wastewater infrastructure funding: 10 active, completed, 

or pending public projects through CWSRF.
6. Storymap: https://lubgwma.org/about/

https://lubgwma.org/about/


Updated 2025 Trends Analysis

https://ordeq.org/NitrateTrend



Storymap – Thanks, Morrow County!

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/26f0de07c73a4f69acc0ad1c5050c15a 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/26f0de07c73a4f69acc0ad1c5050c15a
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/26f0de07c73a4f69acc0ad1c5050c15a


OWRD: Annual Progress Highlights

• Inspected 96% of all new, altered, or abonded wells in the 
LUBGWMA

• Drafted an updated to the Lower Umatilla Basin Conceptual 
Model and send out for peer review

• Continued collecting quarterly groundwater level data in the 
LUBGWMA

• Developed and launched a comprehensive backflow 
prevention device program



Nitrate Reduction Plan:
Overview of Updates

1) Updated strategies – based on progress since publication
2) Added strategy – OWRD backflow program
3) Clarifications, formatting updates, minor corrections



Overview of public feedback

Agencies asked:
• What additional strategies might the state agencies consider as 

we move forward with implementing this plan?
• What additional resources or expertise are you aware of that 

could assist with implementation? 
• Do you have any additional feedback for the agencies?



Overview of public feedback
General categories:
1. Actions agencies are implementing within existing resources.

- Domestic well testing and public health outreach
- Regulating industry and agriculture
- Data collections/analysis: water monitoring, well construction, land use

2. Actions agencies are considering for future.
- Agronomic rate refinement – ongoing and underway
- Septic repair/replacement funding adjustments
- Data collection/analysis refinement: expanded network, types of sampling

3. Frustrations and concerns about pollution, pace of action, or 
government operations.



General Multi-Agency Updates
• Collaborative Governance Structure: Finalized MOU
• Community Representation: Updated to reflect clarified roles 

and responsibilities of advisory committee and state agencies.
• Strategy formatting: Consolidated objective, lead agency, 

schedule, and actions into timeline tables.
• Appendix of public feedback and state agencies’ response.



ODA: Planned Updates

• Ag Water Quality Groundwater Rules completed; 
program implementation next 

• Implementation of second Strategic Implementation Area 
(SIA)

• Best Management Practices (BMP) resource hub 
development



DEQ: Planned Updates

• Updated map of nitrate data: long-term well network, 
synoptic sampling, permitted sites

• Trends analysis of long-term well network complete; 
permitted site analysis up next.

• Groundwater data coordination platform: from EPA to OSU
• Ongoing: Plan to identify data gaps for nitrate leaching 

estimation update.



What’s next: Research agenda
Monitoring, data, analysis 



OWRD: Planned Updates

• Add the backflow program; continue inspections and expand 
outside of the LUBGWMA

• Utilize CDS funds to install new monitoring wells, well 
assessments, and quantify consumptive use trends from 
1984 – present

• Publish the update of the conceptual model
• Explore opportunities to utilize geophysics tools to better 

understand aquifer properties



Thank you!
• Isaak Stapleton, ODA, isaak.stapleton@oda.oregon.gov, 503.931.5608

• Laura Gleim, DEQ, laura.gleim@deq.oregon.gov, 503-577-3697

• Chris Kowitz, ORWD chris.c.kowitz@water.oregon.gov, 541-278-5456

• Courtney Crowell, Gov. Office, courtney.crowell@oregon.gov, 541-429-2120

mailto:isaak.stapleton@oda.oregon.gov
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